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307 Lursden Puiiding, Toronto, 


do 


On my raturn fros Vontreal I have just read your letter 
with redard to the Latin orchonciation. T think 


in telieving taat the modern pronunciation of the Latin, which I under~ 


stand is now in very wide vogue,is due to Germanisation, I remerber 


b "3 ee a AN Cee oe ain Of wad te «ton : tale cal Does 
that when I eas at @ChooL there was an ADPSDGLkK ID Be Gs Kennedy s 
Larger Latin Gragaar, which was then regarded as the leading Latin 


mY 


Gratrar of Fndland, in which the orinciples of the modern pronunciation 


ware seat fort 


or 


and recoursnded, If 7 aw not wistaken this appendix 
was written by the late Frofessor J. #. C. Munroe of Oxford, Aliso 

the pronunciation of Latin which I heard in Seraany differed from this 
Stanierd oronunciation by certain nationalistic characteristics, just 


43 the Scotch pronunciation under which I was educated in Fiinbursb 


abproaches nearer tfia rotern standard of pronunciation than does the 


ey 2 ‘ ‘ x Py ree pe 4 py on ~ ana lizas i - mn an : 
fndiish. Ne nake a wistaks in labeilindg modern methois as due to 
‘eran nisation Vost of the rodern mathois in Universities ar j + 
58PARLLiSAtlon, VOSt Of whe Irn P8CchoIs ib UBLVersities are due to 


the developrent of @odern scieutific acirit and investigations to which 


whe scholars and scientists of Germany only made «a partial contribution, 


eT 


The rodern university , however, cannot close itself to modern develop-~ 


rent simply because they have been used by scientists and scholars of 


a nation whose politics and immoral methods e@iistéest. 


Yours sincerely, 


President. 


THE MuTuAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 


HEAD OFFICE: WATERLOO, ONT. 


EE. P. CLEMENT, K.C, 
PRESIDENT 


GEO. WEGENAST, THE TORONTO AGENCY 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 
CHARLES RUBY, 
SECRETARY 
M. S. HALLMAN,A.I.A., F.A.S. 
ACTUARY 


307 LUMSDEN BUILDING 


TORONTO, ONT. May 26th. 1916. 


President Falconer, 


TThteara’s a ; 
Universi’ ort Foronta, 


Dear Sir:- Re Latin Pronunciation — 

Your favor of the 24th. received, for which I thank you. 

I discussed this matter with two Jambridge professors and 
one Oxford professor while I was in England some years ago, and they 


were both very emphatic on the question of the origin of this change 


. ‘ye 
in pronunciation. 
RQ {o> la *& +5 ae oe he cory & ¥ 2 we , aLvA oe an ; on | s 
3ut let us not get off into a side issue. The real questior 


is whether Latin as now pronounced is of any resl help to our boys an 


Age raat £ wel Oe 3 wert ' cin pet s bhhe tem ssh cs « Pe | 
and the utterly absurd pronunciation that they are taught is a real 


hindrance, because the time might be spent to much better advantage. 


1 ra Atarneadan nic 7 1, 7.7. * f Asay s Avatasc smh thaw 7 
I have discussed this with scores of our graduates and they all agree 


with me, and are amazed that University professors should be so utterl 


unpractical. What are our universities for if not to give the best 
possible education to our young men and women in the limited time at 


In discussing this subje 


of them have deplored the fact that so many of our professors get into 


+ 


et with various graduates, very many 
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narrow ruts separated from the real problems of life, and to make matters 


worse & whole bunch of them get together at their summer resort in Go-Home 
Bay and keep aloof from the outside world, the very thing that they ought 
to avoid. University life, of course, is of itself a thing apart, and I 
do think some effort ought to be made on the part of our professors to keep 
in touch with the outer world. 

This as you will see bears directly on the problem I have presented 
to you. University professors have fallen into a system of pronunciation 

ae 


which practical businéss men rail at as being unsupported by common sense. 


When will our universities rise to the occasion and keen in touch 


a 


a 


with the world as it moves to-day, and adapt their system of education to 
produce the best results? 
Let us therefore keep to the main issue, and I trust that you will 


press this matter to a conclusion, and if necessary communicate with our 


— 


6ading graduates who are also business men and in touch 


Awaiting your action, I am, 


Yours sincerely, 


307 Lursden 


a] 
‘ 
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ry 


College, Tt must be borne 


depariier 


of Lavin 


However, 


oy 


rae 


introduce guch a pronunciavion 


taught. by four different 


bael's, and in each of 


P 4 aenfann . tise Pe 
y cousd enforce any speciar 


+ 
ce 


- ap en e & on 
Sxverpnai Je7.8 


public 
advancip 


Surgrer and of 


course 


ce vy 14 he & es 3 ” el Se 
in yOUP SvaAveteEny Hae 


vy living away fror the 


orefessors are doing 


oo 


Apolied Science and Nedicine have on their stafi men who are in constant 
touch with the outside worid, f only need to reiter vo wne graat loss 
refessor Kylie and also to the number of our 


younger men who are on active service to show that it is auvite erroneous 


to imagine that the professors of tnis university have no interest in 
aah td aus ee A 5 ek St ny ap Oe es Sy te hese omy ae ee a ay ee ra : ra 
pubsic aliairs. T hope that this war will give the death blow to that 


4 < ~ 
Yours sincerely, 
president. 


DEPARTMENT OF LATIN 


University College. £5 


TORONTO, CANADA. 
May 29th, '16 


President Falconer, 
University of Toronto, 
Dear President Falconer, 
I am in receipt of your letter 
on the pronunciation of Latin 
The present system was adopted by the Classical Association of 
the Province some twenty-five years ago and has been taught ,with 
more ot less uniformity | all that time inthe schools of the Province 
Once or twice a proposal has been made to revert to the old 
system but it has always bean turned down wth very considerable 
unanimity. Both systems were in vogue in the schools before our 
present method was adopted and there is more uniformity now 
than then. In another twenty-five years the old method will be 
unknown and unheard of.No doubt those who were taught the old 
find some difficulty in following the new, that is of course inevit’ 
able.But the amount of time required to ‘5 learn the new method 
is ,as you know, hardly appreciable as an obstacle in the way 
of the acquisition of Latin .This you will find admitted ,I think, 
by all who have taken the few minutes required to understand the 
system. We have also the satisfaction of knowing that we make at .% 
least some approximation to the Roman method and we are in line 
with the teaching in Great Britain, the United States, and the 
World generally 


Yours very truly, 


fiZ To 


COPY, Vay ¢ 
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find admitted, I think, OY #14 WhO bave vaken che few rinutes reovired 


oa 
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vO undersvand the sysvenr we Dave .aiso the satisfaction of knowing 
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chat we make at Least sor 20pPOXxXITSL.1On tO the roran method and we are 
ee Oe | 2 te & + oo oy ton Swe ‘ ws _ ~ he oy TY nn mt he gw fae a \ 
in sine with the teaching in Great Pritain, the United &tates. and the 
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TORONTO, ONT. June lst. 1916. 


resident Falconer, 
University of Toronto, 
Queen's Park, 
City. 
Dear Sir:- fe Latin Pronunciation 
"You have proved your peint’, as Artemus Ward remarked in" The 
House Boat on the Styx". 

I charged that a large number (not all by any means) of the 
Professors were unpractical and not in touch with the world as it moves. 
My authority in the first place for that charge was the plaintive 
lamentations of many Professors themselves. But could any clearer proof 
of the truth of my charge be found than Professor Fletcher's letter to you 
of which you kindly sent me a copy. All my letter meant to him or called 
forth from his practical (?}) intellect was;- Well we have been using that 


rad 


method for 25 years and we have the satisfaction of knowing that we make at 
least some approximation to the Roman Method, and we are following the Unite 
States and Great Britain; and he should have added, and "we are following 
the German Bell-Wether". A flock of sheep?! Truly pitiful. 

Is that letter, Sir, your idea of a Professor who is practical 
and in touch with the outer world? If it is, I might as well give wp all 


attempts at reform. I had hoped for better things, and that the question 


raised by me would be viewed from a practical, I say practical, and useful 
5 t J pract i Mc cadaled  to 


standpoint. 
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of time in the study of Latin, under the very best Classical men in Canada, 


Collegiate and University. Before I matriculated I could read prose Latin 
at sight easi I took the Classical Scholarship at Matriculation. I, 
however, am quite unable to see that the study of Latin ever served for me as 
an introduction either to great Literature or to great history. I have spoken 
to at least a dozen of graduates since receipt of your letter and find that 
their experience and opinion is precisely the same as mine. 
ave not caught your meaning. 

I must say however that I have received untold benefit, and a 
continuous benefit to this day from the study of Latin (as formerly pronounced) 
in the appreciation and understanding of my mother tongue, and its spelling 


University to be a leader in 


dealing with our boys and girls and do the best possible for them? Or is it 
to be a rut follower, following the Bell-Wether in the same old deep worn rut 
in which it has been trudging along for 25 years with head down rolling under 
its tongue such sweet morsels of pronunciation as Keekarow, weewa wokee, weeka 
wersah: &c., &¢., and all the time quite heedless of the calls and necessities 
9f our boys and girls whose education should fit them for the practical battle 
of life. How beautiful! How noble for our Professors to be thus employed: 
Why mix up with purely practical worldly affairs to the disturbing of such a 
highly developed sesthetic sense. Ephraim is joined to his idols. Let him 
alone. 

Would that I had the ability to say something to arouse our 


Provincial University to a sense of its duty and of its opportunity; and to 
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induce all the men in charge to see their duty and grasp to the full their 
very great opportunity to mould andequip and make practical and useful 


citizens out of the young men and women who come under their influence; and 


per ae ener to . ; ph o Rea as 
fit them for multitudes of places calling for them if properly equipped.- 


Drv 2 tw 2 , ey Ay TAA P = ~_— : ; 4 4 Al Aey £ a 
Professors with a vision, an outlook, not encumbered and tied down with 


Professor Fletcher and by yourself Sir - (if I have 


© 


the sooner it is struck out of our Curriculum the better, and something 


Japanese, of Chinese, will become a necessity. Indeed such necessity for 

a large of young men and women already exists. Situations are 
seeking them if they have this knowledge. Look at our Agricultural College. 
Every graduate is literally grabbed up before he gets his degree. Why? 


t > > SAH a . leo ~y a Str5eh¢ nn wh lh pair 
Because he is well equipped by the College for the situation whish seeks him. 


Yours truly, 


